[bookmark: _GoBack]Good morning, ladies and gentlemen. My name’s Emilia and I’m a sixteen year old high school student, currently studying in II LO in Białystok.
I’m standing here in front of you today to express my view on the matter of religious education being taught in Polish schools. I am undoubtedly convinced that this so-called subject is completely unnecessary and removing it from school timetables would do good for everyone, including both Christian and non-Christian students and even the Catholic church itself.
Being raised in an atheist family, I hadn’t heard too much about religion before I started kindergarten. I was five years old at that time, and my parents didn’t sign me up for religious education – because why would they? However, the problem was that all the other children did attend those classes, and I, having the easily influenced mind of a little kid I was back then, felt pretty uncomfortable about that situation. In the end I started going to RE lessons only because I didn’t want to be “worse” than my peers. I brought up this example from my own experience to expose one of the biggest disadvantages of religious education in schools. Although it’s not a compulsory subject, it often becomes sort of a social norm to attend it, because most children do – and this, I suppose, happens mostly amongst the youngest kids, who strive for group acceptance more than anyone else.
Another problem with religious education is that there’s simply too much of it at school. The overall number of RE lessons taken by a student during their years of education significantly outnumbers subjects like Physics or Biology. Not that I wish to have more hours of these two, I just wanted to point out that difference. Physics, no matter how much I dislike it, is a real, valid school subject, and RE, on the other hand, is a strange, vague creation, repetitive and boring, teaching children the same things over and over again from elementary to high school. Our educational system still treats the latter as if it was more important than the former, though, and it clearly shouldn’t be this way. I’m pretty sure organizing religious education lessons in churches would be a much better idea.
Also, aren’t schools supposed to be ideologically neutral, secular institutions? The presence of religious education obviously contradicts that. This subject imposes a certain worldview on the children – and again, this is not what schools are for. Schools are meant to teach, not to shape one’s worldview and belief system. Nothing more to add here, I guess.
I’d like to end with a quote. Dalai Lama once said “My religion is very simple. My religion is kindness”. I sincerely hope that one day this will become the only religion taught at Polish schools. That’s all. Thank you.




